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39.  LOCATION MAP:  

40.  PROPERTY MAP:  
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41. Historical Background and Role in the Town or City’s Development:
  
 See continuation sheets 

42. Applicable NHDHR Historic Contexts: 

98.  Architecture in New Hampshire, 1623-present 
106.  Libraries in New Hampshire 
107.  Local government, 1630-present 

43. Architectural Description and Comparative Evaluation:

 See continuation sheets 

44. National or State Register Criteria Statement of Significance:
  

The Pelham Library and Memorial Building is eligible for the State Register for its significance as a fine 
example of Classical Revival architecture (98). It is also significant as the town’s first building erected for 
use as a public library and only library building until 2003 (106). The building also holds significance for 
housing the town officer’s meeting room and as the town’s de-facto court house for a period in the mid-20th

century (107). 

98. Architecture in New Hampshire, 1623-present
The library is a fine example of an architect-designed, small town civic structure. The noted architectural 
firm Stickney and Austin, of Lowell and Boston, Massachusetts, designed the Classical Revival building. 

106. Libraries in New Hampshire
Pelham officially incorporated their public library in 1797, perhaps the earliest in the state. The town further 
formalized the library in 1892, when it provided space in the town hall, hired a librarian and devised a 
budget for the collection. Significantly, Pelham citizens voted to use tax money to erect this library building 
in 1896 to honor the town’s 150th anniversary of incorporation.  

107. Local government, 1630-present
The Library building contained the “Town Officers Room,” which was used for meetings and held the town
safe. For several years in the mid-20th century, cases brought before the Pelham Municipal Court were heard 
in the Memorial Room. 

45. Period of Significance:

1896-1958.  The library was constructed in 1896.  The latter date represents the 50-year cut-off for historic 
eligibility. 

46. Statement of Integrity:
  

Architecturally, the Pelham Library and Memorial Building retains a high degree of integrity of location, 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.  It has been very well-preserved and little 
altered.  While it ceased to serve as the town’s public library in 2003, it retains its educational associations 
as the museum and library of the Pelham Historical Society. The village center of which this building is an 
integral part has also changed little through the past century.   
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47. Boundary Discussion: 

 The boundaries of the nominated property are indicated on the attached sketch map. The property is the lot 
given to the Town of Pelham by Frank M. and Zena B. Woodbury in 1896, for a public town library and 
memorial building (HCRD Book 566/325). The lot is bounded generally to the west by the First Congrega-
tional Church, to the north and east by land formerly of Frank Woodbury, and to the south by Main Street.  
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41. Historical Background and Role in the Town or City’s Development:
  
Statement of Purpose 

This inventory form was prepared for the Pelham Historical Society, the current occupants of the building.  The 
Society is currently in the process of planning for future use and maintenance of the building.  

Historical Background and Role in the Town’s Development 

The Town of Pelham incorporated in 1746 and soon thereafter set up civic affairs at Pelham Center, around a 
town common. The town had a meetinghouse that served the dual purpose of Congregational Church and Town 
House until the current church was built in 1842. The Meetinghouse continued to serve as Town House until it 
burned in 1906, after which time, the workings of local government were scattered. Town officers had a
meeting room and records safe in the Library and Memorial Building while town meetings were held in various 
halls in town.  In 1917, the town purchased Pilgrim Hall, built ca. 1900 for a fraternal organization, and used it 
until 2003. 

While Pelham’s library building was not constructed until 1897, the library’s story began in 1797, when leading 
citizens of Pelham brought the following petition to the General Court: 

  Petition of Inhabitants of Pelham to have a Library incorporated: addressed to the 
General Court.  

 Humbly Shew that your Petitioners with their Associates have been at Considerable Expense in 
purchasing Books for the purpose of infusing usefull knowledge in Pelham and finding our 
selves under Some Disadvantages for the want of an incorporation therefore pray your Honours, 
that they with Such others as may hereafter Join them may be incorporated into a body politic for 
the purpose aforesaid under Such Rules and Regulations as are usual in Institutions of a Simular 
nature—and as Duty bound will Ever pray 
          
  This petition was granted and the library incorporated December 9, 1797.1

This town library later received mention in the 1823 state gazetteer by Farmer and Moore, which noted, “there 
is a social library in Pelham, incorporated in 1797, with about 200 vols.”2

In 1892, Pelham took advantage of the State’s new fund for town libraries, which was establish only a year 
before. In March of 1892 the town passed a warrant article at town meeting to elected a board of trustees and 
appropriated the money needed to secure additional funds from the state. The town then found space in the town 
hall for the collection and hired a librarian. 

Within a few years, the library’s success led to further growth. In April of 1895, at a special town meeting, 
Pelham's citizens voted to construct a library and memorial building to celebrate the town's 150th anniversary 
with a new home for their collection of just over 900 books and a memorial to their town and its veterans. The 
more than two-thirds majority vote proved the commitment of the people of the small town to pushing forward 

                                                          
1 Hammond, 1884: vol. 13, p. 152. 
2 Farmer and Moore, 1823: 209. 
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into the coming century.  They considered it important that the town not be "left behind in the race of progress 
which is so characteristic of [the] waning years of the nineteenth century.”3

A building committee was soon established, with Charles W. Hobbs as chairman. The committee decided on a 
brick and granite building, to be located on the lot donated by Pelham natives Frank M. and Zena B. (Atwood) 
Woodbury for this purpose. The Woodburys stipulated that the land “shall be forever used and occupied by said 
Town of Pelham for a Library and memorial building or for some educational purpose.”4 The lot, partitioned 
out from the Woodbury homestead, was a prime location near the Town Common and within the core of the 
village. To the west of the library is the Congregational Church, erected in 1842. The United Order of Pilgrim 
Fathers built their meeting hall ca. 1897 directly across the street; it was later used as the Town Hall (ca. 1910-
2003).5

The building committee chose a design by the popular architecture firm Stickney & Austin, of Lowell and 
Boston, Massachusetts.  The funds for the library and memorial building were raised through public and
donated monies.  Taxes were appropriated in the amount of $4,000 and donations totaling over $2,000 were 
received, as well as donations of materials, furnishings, and finishes.  Many of the donations for the project 
came from sons and daughters of Pelham who had since moved away and found some fortune elsewhere, a type 
of patronage that was customary in New England at the time. 

The building was completed in the winter of 1896, under budget, for $5,678.88. George M. Cole and Company, 
of Lawrence, Massachusetts, had submitted the lowest of the five bids for the construction and were thus chosen 
for the job. Their bid, however, still exceeded the town's appropriations. While the builders did construct a brick 
and granite library, granite being native to and representative of New Hampshire, as indicated by the committee.  
However, together with the building committee, Cole and Company were able to "cut down" a few unknown 
specifications, so as to make a library both faithful to the Stickney & Austin design and also within the budget.6

In the library's annual report of 1897, the trustees credit the building as "an ornament and a luxury." Their new 
building was to become an important educational and community center soon after it was built. It was also a 
memorial to local veterans. The marble memorial tablets, roll calls of Pelham’s soldiers, were an integral part of 
the library building. They were created by resident Charles Wheeler, who was also a major donor, and installed 
before the dedication.  

The dedication ceremony for the Pelham Library and Memorial Building took place on December 2, 1896.  It 
included speeches by library trustees, members of the building committee, and selectmen. Rev. Augustus Berry, 
who was also a library trustee, was the key speaker for the event. Each, in turn, noted the beauty of their new 
building and the pride the town should feel. They were happy that at last the collection of books had left its "old 
and undesirable quarters" to enter a new permanent home, “a modest, but conspicuous building, of tasteful 
design.”7

Over the years, all varieties of community meetings were held in the Library, including Red Cross meetings, 
Historical Society gatherings, school art exhibitions and antique displays. The library was also connected 
                                                          
3 Town of Pelham Annual Report, 1896: 45. 
4 Hillsborough County Registry of Deeds, Book 566/325 (1896). 
5 In 1900, the Woodburys subdivided again and a new residence was built between the library and the Woodbury homestead, just east 
of the library lot. This home is known as the Mary C. Berry House. The Town purchased Pilgrim Hall in 1917 and the building also 
still standing. The town offices removed to another location in 2003 and the building is leased to the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
6 Town of Pelham Annual Report, 1896: 18. 
7 “The Pride of Pelham,” 1896. 
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closely with the local schools. From the beginning, the librarian, Mary Hobbs, worked with the local schools to 
help students choose suitable research topics and materials.8

The library also served in the administration of the town. As noted, the Town Officers’ Room was a major 
component of the building, and the town papers were kept in a safe in that room. Additionally, for several years 
starting in 1955, the Memorial Room was used as the court room for the Pelham Municipal Court, presided over 
at that time by Judge J. Albert Lynch and Associate Justice Philip R. Currier.9

The town and the collection eventually outgrew the building, and in 2003, the library moved to a new building 
on Marsh Road.   

In his dedication ceremony speech in 1896, Rev. Augustus Berry noted his many hopes for the future of the 
building and the institution. Many of his predictions came true to varying degrees. Among Rev. Berry’s hopes 
was that the library “will be an agency by which there may be transmitted to coming generations that which 
shall illustrate the life of the past. That there may be an antiquarian department, where there may be preserved 
single things of a kind that shall show how former generations lived.”10 This is where the building is headed 
today as the Pelham Historical Society begins to use the building as a museum, library and genealogical center 
dedicated to local history. The Pelham Historical Society formed in 1963, and did not have a home until its 
agreement with the town to occupy this building. 

Architectural Significance 

Frederick W. Stickney (1854-1918), the primary architect of the Pelham Library and Memorial Building, was 
well-suited to the task of designing the building. He had a history with small library architecture and also had 
familial ties to the town, as his father was a native, who relocated from Pelham to Lowell sometime before 
1854.  Frederick Stickney completed his formal architectural training with high honors at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology in 1877 and went on to win prestigious design awards.  After working for several firms 
in Boston and Lowell, and setting out on his own, Stickney formed a partnership with architect William D. 
Austin (1856-1944) in 1892.  This new partnership allowed for the firm to have two offices; Stickney 
represented the firm in Lowell, while Austin ran the Boston office.11

Stickney & Austin designed public and private buildings in New York, Chicago, Cincinnati, Boston and 
Lowell. They worked in all of the major styles of their era, including Shingle Style, Queen Anne, Classical 
Revival, and Richardsonian Romanesque, as in their Memorial Building (Pollard Library) in Lowell, 
Massachusetts. Their commissions included schools, libraries, offices, recreational buildings, residences and 
also parks and open spaces. Austin, specifically, was responsible for many of the public parks in Boston. 
Stickney was regarded as the leader in his field in Lowell, then an important industrial city, and his Pollard 
Library (1893) was regarded at his death as his “most notable achievement.”12 After the partnership with Austin 
dissolved in 1900, Stickney continued to work in Lowell until his death in 1918.13

                                                          
8 Miss Hobbs, called “Miss Molly” or “Aunt Molly” (ca. 1874-ca. 1958) was Pelham’s first town librarian, serving from 1893 until 
she retired in August 1958. She began her work with an annual salary of twenty dollars, when the library occupied a small space in the 
town hall. During her tenure the collection grew to 10,000 volumes. Miss Molly was educated and worked to keep up with trends in 
literature and non-fiction for adults and children in town [Hobbs, C. Frances, 1975: 148-149; Town of Pelham Annual Report, 1958]. 
9 Reflections, 1998: 209; Hayes, 2008.  Prior to 1955, Pelham held court at the Nashua District Court. 
10 “The Pride of Pelham,” 1896. 
11 Breisch, 1997: 93-97; “Frederick W. Stickney,” 1918; Withey, 1970. 
12 “Frederick W. Stickney.” 
13 “Frederick W. Stickney.” 
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When still a student at M.I.T., Stickney contributed to the small library and memorial building typology. His 
entry for a class competition was one of just two chosen to illustrate a journal article about the contest in The 
Architectural Sketchbook 2 (1875). The contest asked the students to merge the needs of a small public library 
with a memorial to that town’s fallen Civil War veterans. Stickney created a French neo-classical design with a 
T-shaped plan that placed the book stacks in the back of the building and the reading rooms in the front wings. 
Stickney's design influenced a majority of later entries.14

Stickney’s familiarity with library design made him an ideal candidate for the Pelham commission. Here,
Stickney was careful to consider workspace, conservation, and efficiency in his design for the relatively small 
needs of the town. Though his own proficiency and the library type itself had evolved in the two decades since 
the competition, elements from the 1875 design show up in the 1896 Pelham example. Most obvious is that both 
designs were specifically intended to serve the dual purpose of public library and local Civil War Memorial. In 
both designs, Stickney placed arches at the main entrance, though in the 1875 exercise—a much larger 
building—there are a number of arched openings across the façade, while in Pelham there is a single central 
arch framing the recessed doorway. The arch motif was often associated with the triumphal arch of war 
memorials of the past centuries, and thus appropriate for a memorial building. Additionally, in Pelham’s floor 
plan, Stickney maintained his earlier arrangement of spaces, placing the book stacks room at the rear, with 
reading rooms to the sides (in this case, one is a meeting space) and a delivery room or area at the center.   

Stickney’s Pelham Library and Memorial Building is a fine example of this small library type, which Stickney 
helped to shape, and which is typical to New Hampshire’s small towns. The four rooms of the original design 
are of unequal size. Though the rooms’ functions have necessarily changed over time, the spaces themselves 
remain intact as an illustration of Stickney’s vision.  Just inside the vestibule is the small, central Delivery 
Room. In the southeast corner of the building is the Town Officers’ Room. Included a “safe containing the town 
records.”15 The Book Stack Room is at the rear of the building. The bulk of the fenestration along the back does 
not represent a long reading room as it does in many libraries; rather, the seven windows grouped together on 
the east two-thirds reflect the walking spaces between the bookcases, a practical and aesthetic design element. 
The Memorial Reading Room occupies the entire west side of the building. When first opened to the public, the 
walls and ceilings here were “tastefully frescoed.”16 Reading tables for both adults and children were also 
located in this well-lit, open space, with its large windows on three sides and large double door on the fourth.  
Though a furnace was installed in the building at the time of construction, a working fireplace was also included 
in the Memorial Room, a nod to the nostalgic air Stickney, like contemporary H. H. Richardson, aimed for in 
memorial spaces, where patrons could contemplate the heroism of past generations and improve their 
intellects—a symbolism made deliberate in this era of public architecture. 

The Pelham Public Library and Memorial Building is Stickney’s only known library commission in New 
Hampshire, and one of only three known projects he completed in the state.17

                                                          
14 Breisch: 93-97; 114. Page 94 includes a reproduction of Stickney’s 1875 design. 
15 “The Pride of Pelham,” 1896. 
16 “The Pride of Pelham.” 
17 The other two are the New Senter House (built ca. 1888, burned ca. 1919), a resort hotel in Center Harbor on Lake Winnipesaukee, 
and the Chase Block (1887) in Concord. 
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HISTORIC VIEWS 

“Pelham Common,” ca. 1900. Looking northeast, showing, from left: Atwood’s Store, the 
Congregational Church with horse sheds behind, and the Library and Memorial Building. The 

Town Common makes up the foreground. Courtesy Andrew and Bernice Dangelas.

Pelham Library and Memorial Building, ca. 1903, looking north at front elevation. Reprinted from 
250th Souvenir Book (1996), page 21. 
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“Bi-Centennial Celebration of Pelham, N.H. and Welcome Home to World War II Veterans, Sept. 2, 
1946.” Showing the Pelham Library and Memorial Building as the setting for the event. Reprinted 

from 250th Souvenir Book (1996), page 36. 
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43. Architectural Description and Comparative Evaluation:

Architectural Description 

Setting:
The building sits in the center of a level lot.  The area between the building and Main Street was landscaped in 
1996 in honor of the town’s 250th anniversary.  A large brick patio and brick walkways replaced the existing 
path from the parking area and the sidewalk. Benches, a flagpole, low shrubs along the building’s south 
foundation and a small garden in the southwest corner of the lot were also added. The bricks were engraved by 
subscription. There is a 5’x5’ granite slab set into the center of the patio with the town seal engraved. Two 
smaller, square, granite slabs are placed at the east and west ends of the walkway. The sidewalk was also re-laid 
in brick at this time. Many of the bricks are engraved with donors’ names. 

There are a few mature trees near the corners of the lot, including a large evergreen tree in the garden 
landscaping at the southwest corner of the property. There is a sign for the Library/Historical Society mounted 
on a tall granite post in the southeast corner of the lot. Three granite hitching posts are set into the tree yard 
along Main Street. These can be seen in some of the historical photographs. A fourth hitching post is located 
along the east lot line. A small, paved parking area lies immediately west of the building, with a driveway 
connector to Main Street. 

Exterior:
The Pelham Public Library and Memorial Building is a one story, 3x2-bay, rectangular brick structure oriented 
to the south to front Main Street with a footprint approximately 35’x53’. The building is of symmetrical design, 
with an accentuated center entrance. The building is clad with red, stretcher bond bricks with pink mortar, with 
brick quoins accentuating the corners. The building is on a raised foundation of mortared, rusticated granite 
blocks.  A molded cornice with dentil band is at the eaves along all elevations, interrupted only by the 
projecting front entrance, which mimics and embellishes the design.  The wood trim is painted white. 

The main entrance, in the center bay of the south elevation, has a recessed, arched reveal surrounding a 
Palladian doorway.  The entrance is reached via a flight of five granite steps.  Iron railings were added to either 
side of the stairs after the mid-twentieth century. The door has a single pane over two horizontal raised panels. 
It is flanked by leaded, three-quarter length sidelights, with double vertical wood panels below (the west side 
also has an inset mail slot).  The Palladian fan light above the window is leaded in a sunburst motif. The brick 
arch around the entrance has a pronounced terracotta keystone arch with terracotta trim.  Above the arch, the 
words “Pelham Library” are applied in black painted wood to the frieze.  The pediment is faced in stucco and 
contains a shield-shaped window in the center, with a leaded glass image of an oil lamp (the lamp of 
knowledge).18

A second entrance is centered on the east elevation. It is not original to the design of the building. It was added 
in 1975, when the basement stairwell was reversed to allow for this second entrance and improve access to the 
new Children’s Room in the basement level. The door has a single pane over two horizontal raised panels. 
Above the door is a large square transom topped by a hood supported by molded wooden brackets.  It was
reconfigured in 1990 to be more accessible.  The bulkhead access to the basement level at the rear of the 
building was renovated in 1992 as an entrance and emergency exit for the Children’s Room. 

                                                          
18 The leaded glass in the pediment and transoms may be tinted or stained. It was difficult to determine in the sun on the day of the 
field visit. 
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The roof is a steeply-pitched hipped roof of slate tile over a wood frame. A pedimented, gable-roofed dormer 
extends from each of the west and east sides, each with a pair of 1/1 sash windows separated by a raised, square  
wooden panel. The dormers are clad with slate shingles on all sides, and in the pediment. The cornices are flat. 
A brick chimney with concrete cap is set on the end of west dormer’s ridge.19  A larger pedimented gable 
projects at the center of the front (south) elevation, accentuating the entrance bay described above. 

All elevations have nearly identical fenestration with narrow 1/1 square sash windows. Each window is topped 
with a transom of leaded, diamond-paned glass, except the seven windows grouped together on the north 
elevation, which have fixed, six-light wooden transoms. The window openings are recessed into the brick walls 
and have quarter-round casings and granite sills. The windows are topped with a projecting, decorative brick 
lintel. Aluminum storm windows have been applied to all sash and transom windows. On the south elevation, 
the windows are paired in the bays flanking the entrance. On the east side, a single window lies to each side of 
the door. The west side windows mirror those on the east. Nine windows are across the rear (north) elevation; 
the two at the west end are directly opposite the two in the south elevation’s west end, the remaining seven are 
evenly spaced in the east two-thirds of the north side. These seven windows were likely arranged to light the 
aisles between the book stacks of the northeast room. There are also horizontal, openings with replacement 
windows in the foundation to light the basement level—four across the front, two on either side and three in the 
back. Three of the basement windows have been blanked out and filled with air conditioners. 

Interior:
The interior of the library retains its historic detailing and spatial arrangement. The floor plan of the main level 
consists of a foyer, antechamber, and three function spaces. The antechamber is the center of the building. It is 
separated from the foyer by an arch of glass panels that echoes and squares off the Palladian window of the 
entrance. Beyond the antechamber, a set of double doors opens into the book stacks area in the rear of the 
building.  This room contains seven windows that alternate between the bookcases.  It also contains an indoor 
window that breaks the wall separating the stacks from the reading room.20 The southeast room was once the 
town officer’s meeting room. It included a compartment for their safe and records to be kept.  The majority of 
the interior spaces here are trimmed in satin hazel woodwork. 

The entire left side of the building holds the Memorial Room, the largest and most decorative of the three. The 
Memorial Room has Southern hazel woodwork trim and wainscot, donated by John M. Woods of Somerville in
1896.21 A crown molding of dentils and ovoli joins all four walls to the high, flat ceiling. Below this, a satin 
wood plate rail runs along all four walls. A brick fireplace with a hazel-colored wooden mantle and surround 
dominates the décor. The frieze contains a relief of flowers tied with bows and honeysuckle-motif  ornaments in 
the corners. Doric columns support the mantle. A large, painting of an Italian scene has long hung over the 
mantel. Marble tablets, engraved with the names of Pelham’s soldiers are on the walls. The Civil War roll calls 
were installed in 1896 when the building opened. 

While the exterior of the library has remained principally unchanged over the past century, the interior has 
responded to growing collections and the shifting functions of library service.  In 1924, closed book stacks were 
added to the attic space  and electricity replaced kerosene lighting. The electricity came via conduits under the 

                                                          
19 From an unspecified date, until 1915, a flagpole was mounted on this dormer. Preservation of the ceiling of the Memorial Room 
necessitated its removal in 1915. The Trustees’ report laments that this should have happened during a time when the flag was so 
important to the town, which had soldiers overseas fighting the war. Town of Pelham Annual Report, 1916.  
20 This window may have allowed the transfer of requested books directly from the stacks to readers in the Memorial Room. However, 
documentation leads to the conclusion that this library, being compact, was open-shelved for public browsing. 
21 Hobbs, C. Frances: 147. 
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street from the basement of the town hall, where there was a Delco lighting plant.22 The Circulation desk was 
located in several places, including the antechamber and the Memorial Room CHK.  The Town Officers’ Room 
became book stacks ca. 1970s.  In 1972, the library gained 20% additional public space when they completed 
Phase I of a renovation that included a new office, bathroom and reference room. In 1974, Phase II of the 
restoration began with the conversion of the dirt floor basement into a children's room, meeting room, storage 
and office.  At this time, the direction of the cellar stairs was reversed to allow entrance through a new entrance 
on the east side of the building.23  The mural in the stairwell to the Children’s Room was completed in 1975 by 
Joy Rumpf.24 The meeting room downstairs later became a stack room. Even the small closet below the stairs 
was converted to stacks as the periodicals “room.” 

Now that the historical society has replaced the library, the spaces are in transition. The books and most of the 
bookcases are gone. Since 2003, the woodwork has been restored. Original doors that had been removed to 
improve circulation have been restored and re-hung.

Comparative Buildings 

There are five buildings in Pelham Center that were either built by the town for civic use, or used by the town 
for a number of years. Two were constructed as schoolhouses and another for the fire/police station. The forth 
was purchased by the town for use as Town Hall and the fifth was a town hall annex. The Pelham Library and 
Memorial Building is the only Classical Revival structure in the village center and retains the highest degree of 
integrity of all six structures and is the most well-preserved example of any historic educational building left in 
Pelham. It is the only civic building in Pelham Center that was designed by a prominent architect. 

The American Legion/former District One School was built as the center’s district schoolhouse in the late 19th

century.  It is a 1½-story, gable-front building. Historic photos reveal that there have been several changes to the 
exterior including removal of the porch and addition of gabled portico, a shift from two separate doors on the 
façade to a single central door, addition of an access ramp, and replacement windows and siding.  Due to these 
changes, it retains only moderate integrity. (Photo #12) 

The (new) Town Hall was built in 1920 as the junior high school. It later served as E. G. Sherburne 
(Elementary) School until 2003. It is a two-story rectangular building, with a gable-on-hip roof. Historic photos 
show it was originally shingled at the top two-thirds, with a raised masonry foundation.  The center entrance 
with double door and portico was flanked on either side by five 9/9 sash windows grouped together on the 
upper story, with three 6/6 sash windows below.  Through the mid-late 20th and early 21st centuries, the building 
underwent many changes. In the 1950s, single-story, brick-sided wings were added to either side of the building 
and an ell to the southwest. The shingle siding was replaced with white-painted wood clapboard, the portico 
was removed, and the doors replaced by two 9/9 windows, which match the original ten in design. Due to these 
changes, the building retains only moderate integrity. (Photo #13) 

The Fire and Police Station was built in 1972 on the former land of the Town House, and fronting the town 
common. It is a 1½-story brick building with three engine bays, 1-story wings ion either end and a deck roof. 
While the building retains integrity, it is not of sufficient age for National Register eligibility. (Photo #14) 

                                                          
22 Town of Pelham Annual Report, 1925. 
23 Town of Pelham Annual Report, 1974. 
24 Town of Pelham Annual Report, 1975. 
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The Old Town Hall (formerly “Pilgrim Hall”) was built ca. 1900 by the General Stark Colony No. 30 of United 
Order of Pilgrim Fathers (U.O.P.F.) as their meeting hall. After the Town House burned in 1906, the town held 
its meetings in this building.  In 1917, the town purchased it from the U.O.P.F. and maintained it as Town hall 
until 2003. It is now used by the Veterans of Foreign Wars.  The building is a 2½-story, gable front, Colonial 
Revival structure. It retains moderate integrity, despite replacement siding, windows and blinds. (Photo #15) 

The Town Hall Annex/former Fire Station was built ca. 1925 for the fire equipment and expanded in the 1940s. 
The original section was two garage bays of uncut stone. A wood frame, gable front, second story was added ca. 
1942. The building was expanded in the late 1940s with a third bay of novelty concrete block construction, with 
a side-gable, wood frame story above. Since then, changes include replacement windows and siding, removal of 
the center stone column that once stood between the original bays, blanked-out garage bays, and added passage 
door. The building retains moderate integrity.  (Photo #16) 
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